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national security, and to leave subsidiary questions to a more convenient time.
But it was of no use. The Republicans had convinced themselves that the sort of acknowledgment to be extended to the other poor little House was a matter of more consequence than Protestantism abroad, or peace and progress at home. They succeeded in proving how accurate was the foresight which had excluded Haselrig and his friends at first; but more they were not permitted to do. On February 4th 1658 the Protector came unexpectedly to the House of Lords, and dissolved the Parliament. It is difficult to see what else he could have done at this time. Perhaps it might have been wiser to have dissolved immediately on his new inauguration. But his expectation seems to have been that the existing House of Commons would support a constitution of their own devising. And he underestimated the practical difficulties sure to arise on the inevitable return of the excluded members.
" That which brought me into the capacity I now stand in was the Petition and Advice given me by you; who, in reference to the ancient. constitution, did draw me to accept the place of Protector. . . . Certainly I did look that the same men who made the frame should make it good unto me. I can say in the presence of God, in comparison with whom we are but like poor creeping ants upon the earth, I would have been glad to have lived under niy wood-side, to have kept a flock of sheep, rather than undertaken such a government as this. But undertaking it by the Advice and Petition of you, 1 did look that you who had offered it unto me should make it good."
Instead of that, members of the House, notwithstanding their oath to the constitution, were known to be "enlisting persons by commission from Charles Stuart to join with any insurrection that might be made/' The position had become intolerable. " I think it high time to put an end to your sitting,'' he exclaimed, " and I do dissolve this Parliament; and let God judge between you and me 1"h a man to his grave, if not to hell! *'
